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PREFACE. 



The authorities which have been principally 
relied on in compiling the following work are : 
“Le Opere complete di Galileo Galilei,” edited 
(1842-56) by Professor Eugo Alb&ri, from the 
Galileian manuscripts and correspondence pre- 
served in the Palatine Library at Florence ; 44 La 
Primogenita di Galileo Galilei (1864),” by Pro- 
fessor Carlo Arduini, containing one hundred and 
twenty-one letters (also preserved in the Palatine 
Library) addressed to Galileo by his eldest daugh- 
ter, the Franciscan nun Maria Celeste, eighty- 
seven of which were first edited by Professor 
Arduini; and “Galilde, son Proc&s, sa Condam- 
nation published by M. Henri de l’Epinois in 
the “ Revue des Questions Historiques (1867).’* 
This last-named work supplies, what had hitherto 
been wanting, a mass of details concerning Gali- 
leo’s trial, all of the highest interest, extracted by 
M. de l’Epinois from the original trial papers now 
in the archives of the Vatican. It has been the 
endeavor of the compiler to place before the reader 
a plain, ungarbled statement of facts ; and as a 
means to this end, to allow Galileo, his friends, 
and his judges to speak for themselves as far as 
possible. 

October 31 st, 1869. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Galileo’s Birth. — Family. — Early Education. — Studies at Pisa. 
— Opposition. — Hydrostatic Balance. — Lecturer at Pisa. — 
Departure to Padua. — Correspondence with Kepler. — Early 
Writings. — Geometrical and Military Compass. — Distin- 
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Stipend. 

Galileo, eldest son of Vincenzio de’ Bonajuti de* 
Galilei, a Florentine noble, and his wife Giulia Am- 
mannati, was bom at Pisa on the 18th of GaMeo'*^ 
February, 1564. The original family sur- parentage. 
name of Bonajuti had been changed to that of Gal- 
ilei at the end of the fourteenth or beginning of the 
fifteenth century, for the purpose, it would appear, 
of perpetuating the name of a member of the family, 
Galileo, a son of Tommaso de’ Bonajuti, who was one 
of the Twelve in 1343. A grandson of Tommaso, 
also named Galileo, was a celebrated physician in 
1438, at which period the Republic sent him to Piom- 
bino to undertake the cure of its ward, the young 
Giovanni d’ Appiano, Lord of Piombino. He was for 
some time lecturer on medicine at the University of 
Florence, was twice elected member of the Priori, and 
in 1445 filled the office of gonfalonier. He was 
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